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How To Prepare Your Home For Real Estate Photography 
By Real Estate Photographer Harrison Koch 

 TRY TO MAKE YOUR HOME LOOK LIKE A MODEL HOME AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE! 

 Clean up and organize coffee tables and bookshelves. Trinkets, remotes, magazines, dishes, etc. should 

be kept to an absolute minimum.  

 Clean off all counter tops in both bathrooms and kitchens. If in doubt, remove it! 

 Put away all pet and kid's toys, including pet dishes.  

 Make your beds.  

 Put away all pet and kid’s toys and pet bowls. 

 Fold all towels and washcloths. 

 Put away all laundry.  

 Remove pool cleaning equipment and make sure that pool lights work.  

 Clean up the patios, entry ways and decks.  

 Clean all windows. If it seems daunting, hire a professional window cleaner 

 Open up all drapes, blinds and window coverings. Remove stickers from windows.  

 Turn on ALL lights. Make sure to replace any burned-out light bulbs. 

 Turn off all fans If they're on they'll come out as a big blur. 

 Use a Chromecast to cast a beautiful scenic photo to all TVs, or if they're small or don't accept HDMI 

input, just turn them off. Chromecasts are regularly on sale for only $25. 

 Turn on any and all water features such as fountains, cascading pools or spas, and accompanying 

lighting. 

 Remove all garbage cans from sight by placing them in a garage or shed, if possible. 

 Straighten and fluff up all the pillows around the home. 

 Take Fido for a walk. Animals, cats included, get extremely curious by new individuals entering their 

territory. Tripods and other camera equipment just pique that curiosity. You won't be able to hold onto 

your pet's leash for the duration of a photo shoot.  

 Make sure that your homeowner has adequate time to prepare! Give your photographer adequate 

time to process photos as well. Remember: "a delay on your part doesn't constitute an emergency on 

mine!"  

 


